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little impe 
Count Gyllenborg, Baron Corti, & 8 


rect him againſt, not Judicial Proceedings, .whereto 


ſo neceſſary to be * 
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o PT a Litter written 10 My. Petkum, 
tie Holſtein Miniſter, concerning the Printed 


Letter ſaid to be thoſe that Faſid between | 
” Count Gyllenborg, Baron Gortz, and others, 
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8 in the Letter I took the Liberty to write to 2 

vou, on the 5th Inſtant, I could but conje- 

Aure what the Papers might contain, which 
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Whether 1 gueſe d right or not; I was not 3 
zent to examine the Letters which are juſt now 
Publiſhed, and given out 6 
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as that of Expoſing by way of Sale, like common Ga- 
zettes, the ſecret Papers, that is, the moſt ſacred Depo- 
fit of a. Great Monarch, after they had been taken by 
Force of Arms out of his iniſter's Houſe, conſecrated a8 
2 Sanctuary to the Publick Faith, ty the Laws of Nations; 
I ay, his 3 if ſuch as were fofward in Publiſhing 


. 


them, are to be blam'd Only for their Violence, O Tem- 
fora! O Mores ! | | , 


What Diſorder, what Confuſion are we threaten'd 
with,” if ſuch Outrages are ſuffer'd to paſs into a Prece- 
dent? If the ſacred Character by which a Miniſter repre- 
ſents his Auguſt Maſter in foreign Courts, does not pe 

u 


jects muſt ſubmit ; but againſt the moſt unjuſt Oppreſſion 


Which is never allow'd to be made uſe of, even againſt 
Subjects? What Prince would then hazard his Honour, 


expole his Independency, by ſending his Miniſters to 
ſuch Courts? And what will become of that Harmony 


pt up between Nations, as ſoon as 
mutual Regards, and due Reſpects ſhall ſubſiſt no lon- 
ger between Sovereigns themſelves? _ 

1 preſently perceiv'd by the Dates of thoſe Printed 
Letters, that the Negotiations affign'd as criminal in the 
Swediſh Miniſter, did exactly agree with my firſt Thoughts 
of the Matter, as to Circumſtances of Time, that they, 


in Effect, began, not only fince the King of England, as 


Elector of Hanover had ſo unjuſtly and ungenerouſly de- 
clar d War againſt Sweden, to maintain himſelf in the irre- 
gular Poſſeſſion of the Dutchies of Bremen and Verden, but 
alſo after that the Elector of Hanover, as King of England, 
had ſent his Fleets to the Baltick, there to favour the 


Deſigns of the King of Sweden's Enemies, to prevent the 
Kelieving of Kralſund, and to countenance the intended 


Invaſion by the Northern Allies againſt Sweden. 


\- ana Grtherto know, what could have been thai 


inconteſtable Proofs of that Miniſter's Practices tending 
to keep up the Rebellion amongſt his Britannick Majeſty's 
own Subjects? But what Surprize was mine, when I did 
find no where any of thoſe Subjects of his Britannicl Ma- 
jeſty, either nam d or deſcrib'd.? Not one Letter, not as 
much as a Note, nay, anonymous one, that might be 


ſuppos d to have been written to, or from any among 


'em? It is true, Mention is ſometimes made in the Prin- 


ted Letters, of Friends who have been ſeen, are ſeen, and 


were to be ſeen; but who are they? Are they in Rea- 
lity ? Or are they in Fiction? Who can call a Miniſter 


to Account for Expreſſions whereof he reſerves to him- 


ſelf the Myſtery ? And which, perhaps, he made. uſe of 


as Means innocently conducive to the Ends he propoſes 


to attain-? On what Foundation was it then, that the 
Engliſh Court did ſo ſcandalouſly abuſe Count Gyllenborg, 


e they foung ſome Scraps of wild, 


eads? Was it beca 
e LW undige- 


be thoſe paſs d between Lettres qu 
. 2 r t2 Ne 

hs | not indeed without Indig- 

nation, for ſuch a monſtrous and „ e Attempt, 


deviendra harmonic fi nec 


Siet des Lettre: 1 qu on dit etre 

Celles du Comte de C 

de Gortz, & autres, le 28 Fev. I716-I7. 
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mme dans la Lettre que je peu la Liberté de 
vous ecrire le 5me de ce Mois, je navois 
parle que par Conjecture de ce que pouvoient 
e ; 6 les Pa iers ſaiſis au Comte de Gyllem 
berg, je n eu peu d Empreſſement a 
{eavair, iiſaviis bien our encontte par la lecture des 
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ſont ee dit; 


Je les ay donc lies, Monifieur, non ſans hotreur pour 


yllemberg, du Baron 
Ty 
8. - 


- 1 — 
9 


e ** — * ” * = 2 j WA ) ” / - "5 go 25 
"COP FEgg une Leitre ecrite a My. Petkum; a 


Je do au Public, pour etre celles 
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unAttentat aufly monſtrueux, & auſſy nouveau, que celuy 


d'expoſer en vente, comme des Gazettes, les Papiers, c'eſt 
a dire; les Depots les plus ſacrez d'un Grand oy, apres 
les avoir enleye3 a main armee dans la maiſon de fon Mi- 
niſtre, * le droit des Gens a conſacrée comme le San- 


ctuaire de la foy publique: Je dis, ſes Papiers, fi tant elk © 
* ceux qui les ont publies, ne puiſſent etre accuſes que 


e violence, O Temps ! O Moeurs! 


* 


De quel renverſement; de quelle Confuſion ne ſummes 
nous pas menacés, s'il faut que de tels re paſ- 


ſent en Example ? Si le Caractere par lequel le Miniſtre 
repreſente ſon auguſte Maitre dais les Cours etrangeres, 
ne le met pas a couvert, je ne dis pas des Pourſuites Juri- 
diques qu on y peut faire contre le Sujet; mais de Vin- 
juſte Oppreſſion, qu on n'eſt jatnais en droit d'exercer 
contre lè Sujet meme? quel eſt le Prince qui veuille a ce 
prix riſquer ſon Honneur, expoſer ſon Independance, en 
envoyant ſes Miniſtres dans emes Cours? & 


que lesegards, & les Neſpects mutuels ne ſubſiſteront 


plus entre les Souverains. 


74) mouse dabord par les Dates de ces Lettres fripetl | 


mees, que les Negotiations dont on pretend faire un 
crime au Miniſtre de Skede, repondoient exactement 
a mes prejuges pout la Cifcomſtance des Temps, 
qu'elles avoient en effect conimence, non ſeulement de- 
puis que le Roy d' Angleterre comme Electeur d'Aanovre, 
eut ſi injuſtement, & fi peu genereuſement declare la 
* a la Suede, pour ſe maintenit dans l'irreguliere Poſ- 
eſſion des Duchez de Bremen, & de Verden; mais encore 


apres que Electeur d Hauovre comme Roy d' Angleterre, eut 


envoye ſes Flotes dans la Baltique pour y favoriſer les deſ- 
ſeins des Ennemies du Roy de Sets empecher le ſecours 


de Stralſund, & couvrir l'invaſion Jue les Allies du Nerd 


devoient faire dans la Suede, 0 


Jay voulu voir en ſuite, quelles etoient ces preuves 


inconteſtables des Pratiques de ce Miniſtre, tendantes a 
entretenir la Rebellion parmy les propres Sujets de M. B? 
& mon ettonnement na pas ete mediocre de netrouver 
aucun de ces Sujets de fa M. B. nommé, ny deſigne, pas 
une Lettre, pas un Billet, meme anonyme, qu oi put 
ſuppoſer avoir ete ecrit a quelqu'un deux, ou pat quel- 


qu'un d' entre eux ? Il eſt vray, que dans ces Lettres im- 


priméèes, il eſt quelque fois parle d' Amis, qu'on a vus, 
qu'on void, & qu'on verra; mais qui ſont ils? ſont ils 
reels? Et ne ſont ce point des elites de raiſon ? | 
demander compte a un Miniſtre des Expreffions/dont-il 
seſt reſerve le miſtere, & qu'il employe peut etre*cam- 
me des ruſes innocentes, pour. parvenir a ſon but, & 
mieux cacher ſon jeu? Sar dug se la Cour d' Auglrrerre 
r elle avoir fonde l'indigne traitement fait au Comte 
e Gyllemberg, contre les Privileges dũs aux Miniſtres des 
Tetes couronnees? Eſt ce ſur ce quꝰ ils ant rouve des Lam- 


beaux de Projets yagues, peu arretecs, & 
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Importance as this is. I am, 
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undigeſied, and never ſhpported Profits, t for 
in the main, he is in h manner accountable, but to his 
Maſter. 3 
If an | 
in the Fae, Letters, it is only ſome few Terms, which 
the Malice of an artful Council did reveal without Ne- 
ceſlity ; and which perhaps might have unwarily ſlipt 
from this Miniſter, in relation to a certain Great Prince, 
for whom, Sever it is well known, his Reſpect is 


infinite: But I am ſurg, that ſpiteful View, thereby to 


irritate his Royal Highneſs the Regent of France, againſt 
this Count, will prove but to little Purpoſe ; and that 
this generous Prince will be as much above a Reſentment, 
as his known Virtues are above all Calumnies. Moreover, 
that Prince is ſenſible, that by a fatal Neceſſity inſepa- 
rable from State Affairs, a Miniſter is often obliged to 
adopt ſuchSentiments as are very far from being his own. 
Once more, pray, what Right has the Court of Great 
Britain to call this Miniſter to Task for what he ſaid, or 
did, fince that his Tranſactions were authorized? And 
what greater Authoriſation can a Miniſter have, than the 
full Powers and Orders of his Maſter ? Was it then in 
the Count's Choice wherder to act, or not? Nay, even 
the Conſidering on it, would it not have been in him a 
Crime? No, Sir, nothing can ever juſtify ſuch enormous 
Violation of the Laws of N ations, againſt a Miniſter who 
could never diſpenſe with his Duty, and who, after all, 
is only anſwerable to his Maſter, iS his Behaviour, be 
it what it will: For, to begin with Inſulting the Prince, 
to inflit a Puniſhment on the Miniſter, grounded on 
retended Faults, whgeof, it ſeems, no Proof could be 
found, but by the preyious Inſult it ſelf ; and after ha- 
ving violently. ſeiz d, ud more confidently perus'd, all 

- Ka e of his Maſteg, I ſay, it is a Step not to be ex- 
cus'd, either in Honow .or Reaſon T have ſaid it, Sir, 
and I repeat it again, Ml that can be done to a foreign 

7 reetire, when the Commiſſion 


Miniſter, is only to bid | 
he is ordered to exeg not agreeable to the Court 


where he is permitted WM Nelide. 85 

This is al, Sir, tha can be inferr'd from the Printed 
| Papers, granting the g te of the Queſtion. be taken out 

of their Content. 1 

But, perhaps, whatfthey contain is not the Matter of 

Fact: How do I k nod chat Count Gyllenborg will grant 

theſe Printed Copies ti he genuine, and like thoſe Let- 
ters he receiv'd, or P 


it? Perh F. he may deny the 

t Part of em; the ſuppreſſin 
ſe of ſome not fully MLL: 
A; Things miſplac'd, and mi- 
leer, were, if not quite Change 
ect. Is it then 


whole, or acknowledgt 
of any Letter, the 
Words tranſpos d, or @ 
ſtaken, may altogether 
the Nature of the Su 
the foreign Miniſters, nay; 


17 


not without Originals, or, at leaſt, without ſuch as do 

reſemble them? Shall thoſe Matters, without farther 

Examination, and on the bare arbitrary Ke of 
e 


Papers neither teſtify d nor own'd, be peremptorily deci- 
| ded, which concern no leſs than the Honour of Sove- 


- reigns, that of their Miniſters, and, perhaps, the Tran- 


quillity of Europe. 


This Queſtion I ſubmit, Sir, to your prudent Conſi- 
deration; and I have Reaſon to believe, that if you com- 
municate theſe Obſervations, with ſome far better of 
yours, they will induce Minds to be cautious againft 
fallacious, and unjuſt Proceedings, in a Matter of ſuch 


This Tharſday, oy 23th 2988 
of February, I7I6-I7, 


which, 
qu'a ſon Maitre. 


thing can be found fault with, as to the Tenor 


__ Mais peut-etre que tout ce u'elles contiennent nꝰeſt | 


flible, that 
[amen it {eli * 
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Sly a quelque choſe a redire dans la Niture de ce: 
Lettres, ce ſont quelques termes que la Malice d'u 
Conſeil artificieux à reveles ſans neceffits, & qui peut 
ete ſont echapes mal a propos a ce Miniſtre, en parlant 
d'un Grand Prince, pour qui ſon Reſpect eſt infiniq mais 
e maflure que la noire 13 qu'on a eue dürriter 
contre ce Comte ſon A. R. le Regent de France, ſe trou- 
vera trompèe, & que ce Prince genereux ſera autant a 
deſſus du reſſentiment, que ſes Vertus reconnues ſont au 
deſſus de la Calomnie. Ce Prince ſcait de plus, que p 
une fatale neceſſitè qu'entrainent avec elles les raiſons d E- 
tat, un Miniſtre eſt ſouvent oblige de faire valoir des Sen- 
timens qui ne ſont nullement les ſiens. 


Mais encore, un coup, quel droit at'on icy de luy deman- 
der compte de ce qu'il a dit, & de ce qu'il a fait, fi roſt que 
ſesdemarches ſon autoriſees, & quelle plus forte autoriſa- 
tion peut avoir un Miniftre, que les pleins Pouvoirs & les 


Ordres de fon Maitre? Etoit il donc au choix du Comte 


de Gyllemberg d'agir, ou de nagir ya? Et la deliberation 
meme, 1 ete un crime? Non, Monſieur, nerieg 
E jamais juſtifier Venorme violation du droit dd 
Gens, contre un Miniſtre qui ſe trouve dans les bornes 
d'un devoir indiſpenſable, & qui apres tout n'&t reſpon- 
ſable qu'a ſon Maitre de ſa bonne, ou mauvaiſe conduite. 
Car de commencer par offenſer le Prince, pour N le 
Miniſtre ſur de pretendues fautes, dont il ſemble qu'on 
ne peut avoir de preuves, que par le moyen de Vinſulte 
meme, & qu' apres avoir violemment ſaiſi, & plus hardi. 
ment Examine les Papiers de ſon Maitre, ceſt un procede} 
qui n'a ſon Excuſe ny dans 'Honneur, ny dans la Raiſon I 
e Lay dit, Monſieur, & je le repete encore, tout ce qu'on 
eſt en droit de faire contre un Miniſtre etranger, eſt de 
le renvoyer, quand les Commiſſions dont il eſt charge, ne 
Plaiſent pas a la Cour, ou on ſouffre qu'il refide, 


© Voila, Monſieur, tout ce qu'on peut conclure des Let- 
tres imprime s, en ſuppoſant que VEtat de la Queſtion 


doive ſe prendre dans leur contenu. 


* le fait, que ſcay je, fi le Comte de Gyllemberg vou- | 
convenit, que les Copies imprimees font celles des 
Lettres qu'il a ecrites & recues? peut etre ne s' recon- 

noitra-t'il en rien, ou qu'en Partie; des Lettres ſupprimets, | 
des ſens mal rendus, des mots tranſpoſés, ou ajoutés; 
des faits deplaces, & mal entendũs, tout cela peut alterer, | 
deguiſer, changer la Nature dune Affaire. Quoy done les 
Miniſtres etrangers, le Parlement luy meme ne voudrox 

ils pas qu on leur fournifle de meilleures preuves, & qu 
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originaux, ou du moins ſans originaux qui leur reflem- 

blent? Decidera t'on ſans aller plus toin, & ſur la 
roduction arbitraire de pieces ſans evidence, & ſans aver 

40 l'honneur des Souverains, & de leurs Miniſtres, & 


peut etre du repos de I Europe. : „ 


* 


Je ſoume ts, Monſieur, cette Queſtion a vos ages Con- 
ſiderations, & il y a lieu de croire, que fi vous communi- 
quez ces Reflections en les accompagnant de beaucoup 
mellieurs de votre Part, on ouvrira les yeux ſur les Pre- 
cautions qu'on doit prendre contre la Surpriſe, & I'lnju- 
ſtice des proceds en des matieres auſſy importantes, que | 


celle ey. Je ſuis, | oe A 
Monſieur ? Votre. 7 
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” Jeudy, 28 Fer. 1916-17, 


